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THE  FORTY-NINTH  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,, 


BEING  THAT  FOR 


THE  YEAR  1922. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 

City  and  Countv  of  Worcester. 

*  *- 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1922,  being  the  52nd 
Annual  Report  I  have  made  to  the  City  Council. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  a  circular  letter  dated  28th  December,  1921, 
advised  that  annual  reports  should  not  be  of  too  detailed  a  character,  and 
gave  an  outline  of  the  information  required  in  each  Annual  Report.  The 
Health  Committee  agreed  to  these  suggestions  of  the  Ministry. 

The  Registrar  General,  from  the  beginning  of  1922,  has  regrouped  in 
his  reports  the  cities  and  tovms  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Worcester  is  not/  classed 
among  the  105  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Tovms  (including  London).  Only  five 
of  these  towns  had  less  than  50,000  inhabitants  at  the  last  census. 

There  are  no  comments  necessary  on  the  Statistics  of  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  the  infant  deathrate.  Only  once,  in  1920,  during  the  last  6 
years  has  the  rate  been  so  high.  In  this  year  as  in  1920,  50#  of  the  infant 
deaths  occur  during  the  first  4  weeks  of  life.  This  loss  of  life  can  only 
be  checked  by  greater  care  of  the  Mother  during  pregnancy,  and  more  adequate 
management  of  the  weakly  and  premature  infants  by  the  Midwives. 

The  rationing  of  the  amount  of  grant  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
was  continued  through  1922.  With  every  care  taken  to  see  that  only 
necessitous  Mothers  and  children  were  granted  meals  and  milk  at  less  than 
cost  price,  the  rationed  amount  was  insufficient  for  the  City's  needs.  The 
Health  Committee  having  knowledge  of  the  local  conditions,  allowed  the 
expenditure  of  the  larger  sum  that  was  proposed  to  be  spent  when  the 
estimates  for  the  year  were  made. 

The  urgent  need  of  many  more  houses  being  built  is  agreed  to  on  all 
bands.  No  community  can  expect  to  be  healthy  under  the  conditions  now- 
existing,  If  money  is  not  spent  on  housing  now,  more  will  noed  to  be  spent 
in  the  future  on  weakly  children,  sickness  benefits,  hospital  treatment  and 
Poor  relief. 


3. 


The  Chief  Hanibary  Inspector,  IV.r.  Ralph  Taylor  has  done  his  work 
excellently  during  the  year,  and  has  been  ably  supported  by  the  two 
a  rs  i ;  i  n  t  a  n  t  T  r, : :  p  e  c  1 .  o  r  s  . 

I  am , 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


18th  Ray,  1923. 


MABYl'I  READ. 
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Gj'JU  ORAL  DTATI2TICS. 


Area  in  Acres 


•  •  •  • 


3  6  0 ! 


Population,  1921  .... 


49,240 


Number  of  inhabited  Houses  (Census  figures  not 
available )  ....  ....  ....  .... 


11,350 


Rateable  Value 


•  •  r  • 


...  £278,020 


Sum  represented  by  Id  rate 


x 


£1,062 

Average  of  the  105 
County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns. 


General  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13.5 


13.0 


Tuberculosis  (all  kinds)  Do 


1.16 


Typhoid  Fever 


Measles 


Do 

Do 


.00 


.00 


.01 


o  n 


Scarlet  Fever 


•  •  •  i 


Do 


.  00 


.05 


Diphtheria 


•  •  •  • 


Do 


05 


.15 


Whoopi ng  Cough 


Do 


10 


.19 


Influenza 


Do 


65 


.56 


Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births 


67. 0 


82.0 


Diarrhoea  k  Enteritis  Death  Fate  per  1,000  births 

(Under  2  years)  ....  4.1 


7.6. 


In  Table  I  the  figures  of  the  death  rate  and  infant  death  rate 
for  10  years  'Till  be  seen,  and  in  Table  II  the  various  causes  of  the 
Infant  deaths  are  given. 


Taken  from  report  of  the  Registrar  C/crieral. 


POPULATION  -  Tie  Registrar  General  hue  estimated  the  population 

This  estimate  "has  been 


of  the  (jity 


in 


;he  middle  of  1922  ai 


49 , 240 


bused  on  the  adjusted  1921  figures,  after  allowance  for  the  varying 
rate  of  natural  increase  as  evidenced  by  the  births  and  (leaths  in 
each  area,  and  of  migration  as  indicated  by  other  sources  of  information 
such  us  the  changes  in  the  numbers  on  the  Parliamentary  Register  and  the 
migration  returns  obtained  by  the  Board  of  Trade." 


THE  BIRTHRATE  vms  19.8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  During  the 
last  10  years,  this  rate  has  been  exceeded  5  tirr.ee.  (See  Table  i). 

The  Birthrate  for  England  &  TIales  was  20.6  and  that  for  the  105 
County  Boroughs  and  large  towns  (including  London)  among  which 
Worcester  is  classed,  vms  21.4. 

The  Births  numbered  975,  511  males  and  464  females.  Of  this 
number  55  'mere  illegitmate  births. 


TiDi  D SATURATE  was  15.5  per  1,000.  This  rate  has  been  exceeded 
4  times  during  the  last  10  years  (See  Table  I.  Col. 13).  The  death 

rate  for  England  fc  Wales  vras  12.9  and  that  for  tho  105  towns  was  lo.O. 
There  were  3.2  deaths  from  Epidemic  Influenza,  and  an  increase  of 
deaths  from  lung  diseases,  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years, 
which  will  account  for  the  higher  doathrate. 

TUB  INFANT  PEAT PRATE,  calculated,  at.  per  1,000  births  vms  67.  The 
rate  for  the  previous  5  years  averaged  62.  It  is  very  disappointing 
to  see  this  rate  go  up. 

The  rate  for  England  tc  Wales  vms  77  and  that  for  the  105  towns 
was  82. 

In  1921  the  Infant  doathrate  was  CO,  which  low  rate  had  only 
been  equalled  once  before,  namely  in  1518.  In  the  Statistical 
Review  of  1921,  recently  issued  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  Infant 
death  rates  of  all  the  County  Boroughs  are  given.  There  were  4 
County  Boroughs  with  lower  rates,  namely,  Canterbury  (49)  Hastings  (53) 
Oxford  (37)  Southend-on-Sea  (57)  and  one,  Reading,  having  the  same 
rate  as  Worcester.  This  position  was  ver^  creditable  for  an  ancient 
City  such  as  Worcester. 


Of  the  65  infant  deaths,  22  were  in  the  first  week  of  life,  and 


This  proportion,  being  5Gy,  is  larger 


o2  within  the  first  4  weeks, 
than  in  previous  years.  Four  of  the  deaths  were  two  pair  of  twins 
prematurely  horn. 

The  fact  that  so  many  babies  arc  born  who  die  within  a  month 
is  very  lamentable.  Poverty,  anxiety  and  overcrowd ing,  together 
furnish  conditions  disastrous  to  infant  life,  and  these  conditions 
also  react  very  unfavourably  on  the  older  children  from 
minimising  their  power  of  resistance  to  all  diseases. 

'verb  of  providing  meals  for  expectant  mothers,  which  is 
at  tho  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  Lowosr.oor, 


1  to  5  years 
The  excellent 
carried  out 
has  greatly 


helped  the  nocoesitous  women ,  and  the  babies  subsequently  born,  have 


' 


6 


shown  t, ] o  benefits  of  the  irua  l. s  pvi'n  bo  tho  iV'iobbor.*?.  Tho  sum 
expended  in  tin  s  way  during,  tho  your  ••ran  about  £1150,  loss  than 
a  farthing  rate. 


Thill  HOSPITAL  AOCQm.'iQDATTQI;  OF  THE  CITY  remains  the  same  as 
was  lietailed  in  previous  reports.  If  the  financial  position  of 
the  General  Infirmary  allovred  all  the  Ward s  to  be  used,  the  hospital 
accommodation  would  be  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 


THE  CITY  WATER  SUPPLY .  -  Through  the  whole  vear  the  results  of 
the  weekly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  filtered  water  have 
been  excellent.  T  e  Mioro-ormuni sms  per  c.c.  on  throe  days  culture 
have  rarely  exceeded  50.  On  only  3  occasions  have  any  B.  Coli  been 


d e bo c fed  in  100  c.c. 

Two  new  filter  beds  have  been  constructed,  one  being  8,660  sq. 
yards  in  area,  and  the  other  1,414  sq .  yards.  These,  when  available 
for  use  will  greatly  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  water  filtration. 

There  are  also  in  course  of  construction  two  service  reservoirs, 
one  for  tho  high  level  and  one  for  tho  low  level  supply. 


The  Sower  a  mo  system  has  been  extended  along  Lansdovne  Road 
under  tho  Canal  for  a  distance  of  186  yards,  and  up  the  Tollndine 
Road  for  949  yards.  This  allows  the  houses  along  these  roads  to 

be  properly  drained,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  health  of  the 
ten an t  s . 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Air .  Ralph  Taylor,  has  furnished 
bite  following;  information  of  wort  done  during  the  year  :  - 

ABATER ENT  OF  NUISANCES. -  For  the  abatement  of  nui nances  of 
various  kinds  8391  Request  Notices  were  served  upon  O’vner s ,  or 
Occupiers,  and  in  754  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain 
instructions  from  your  Health  Committee  to  serve  Statutory  Notices. 

Further,  in  consequence  of  the  Statutory  Notices  net  being 
complied  with,  your  Committee  ordered  mo  to  take  legal  proceedings 
in  44  cases,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  only  one  Summons 
was  taken  out,  as  the  work  requirod  to  be  dono  ’ms  put  in  hand  after 
tho  written  intimation  of  the  intended  proceedings  had  been  sent  to 
the  persons  concerned 


'•'"■'I  •  ■' 
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Nummary  of  Wor]  done  during  191'’.'’. 


No.  of  Notices  (  pro  )  im inary)  issued 
"  "  ( Statutory)* 

"  "  Complaints  received  and  invest igabed 

"  Let  hers  sent  with  regard  to  Notices,  &c., 

11  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases 
iwooms  cleansed  and  limewashed 

Dilapidated  Trails,  floors,  windows,  Ac . ,  repaired 
Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired 
Damp  walls  cured 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed 

floors  and.  yards  repaved  and  repaired 
C-lazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed 

Sink  waste  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drain 
Drains  opened  and  cleansed 
Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Glazed  stoneware  gulley  traps  fixed 
Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limew&shed 
"  M  flushing  tanks  repaired 

provided  with  new  basins  and  traps 
Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps  and  flush  pipes  repaired 
Nuisances  from  overcrowding,  abated 

”  "  improper  keeping  of  animals 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed 
Houses  provided  with  proper  water  supply 
Sanitary  Dustbins  provided 
Miscellaneous 

Waste  of  Wager  reported  to  Water  Inspector 

No.  of  references  to  City  Engineer  vri bh  regard  to  dangerous 
buildings,  paving  of  Courts  and  foul  street  gullies 
Emptying  of  ashnits  and  dustbins  referred  to  Streets 
Sup e r i n  tend  e n  t 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Samples  of'  food  and  drugs  collected  for  City  Analyst 
"  "  tap  and  well  water  "  M  " 


239] 

764 

304 

963 

261 

454 

317 

271 
85 

162 
50 
28 
29 
90 
49 
56 
102 
1 03 
32 

i  *  f» 

oo 

6 

25 
14 
16 

1508 

195 

26 

18 

12 

272 
163 

19 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  -  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  vroro 
231  Workshops,  not  including  Bakehouses,  on  our  Register. 

Five  now  Workshops  have  been  added  during,  the  year,  7  have  boon 
struck  off,  6  having  given  up,  and  2  converted  into  Factories. 

After  call  ini?  the  attention  of  the  persons  responsible,  the 
following  defects  have  been  remedied  : - 


Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

D  ofe  c  t  i  ve  Dr  a  i  n  s 
Defective  lloors  ... 

Unsuitable  or  d elective 
sanitary  accommodation  .. 


3 


2 

1 


rr 

l) 


* 


8. 

One  Mot ice  was  received  from  Bin  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Factories  relative  to  the  defective  sanitary  conveniences  r,t  a 
factory.  The  necessary  alterations  were  carried  out  after  writing 
to  thu  owners.  , 

There  were  48  occupied  Bakehouses  in  the  City  at  the  end  of 
December,  1922,  and  these  were  generally  kept  in  fair  order. 

COMMON  LOPPING  HOUSES,  -  At  the  end  of  1922  there  were  9 
registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  City. 

Of  these,  3  are  in  Dolday,  2  in  Copenhagen  Street,  and  one  in 
each  of  the  following  streets  : -  Lich  Street,  Quay  Street,  Newport 
Street,  and  South  Quay.  They  give  accommodation  to  161  Lodgers. 

Five  of  the  keepers  of  the  Lodging  Houses  are  licensed  annually 
under  section  69  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Ac t ,  1907. 

During  the  year  126  visits  were  made  to  the  premises,  and,  with 
one  exception,  the  houses  were  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  were 
lime-v/ushed  throughout  during  the  months  of  April  and  October. 

Night  visits  wore  made  to  several  of  the  houses,  and  very  .little 
over-crowding  of  the  rooms  was  found. 

The  accommodation  provided  in  the  City  for  casuals  is  ample. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS.  -  There  has  been  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings,  the  number  still 
remaining  at  eleven. 

The  houses  have  received  frequent  visits,  and  the  bye-laws 
regulating  them  have  been  well  observed. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  -  One  Fe 1 lmonger ,  5  Tripe  Boilers,  1  Gut 
Scraper  and  10  Fish  Friers  made  application  for  the  renewal  of 
permission  to  carry  on  Offensive  Trades,  under  Section  112  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  consent  vras  given,  subject  to  the 
conditions  mentioned  in  the  Form  of  application. 

There  are  also  2  Fel lmonger s ,  1  Gut  Scraper,  2  Hide,  Skin,  & 

Fat  Dealers,  G  Rag  &  bone  Dealers,  and  17  Fish  Friers,  whose  trades 
were  established  previous  to  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  or  to  the 
Order  made  under  Section  51,  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 1907. 

The  premises  have  received  frequent  visits,  and  considering 
tr:o  offensive  nature  of  the  trades,  they  have  been  fairly  well 
conducted . 

Several  complaints  were  received  of  offensive  smells  arising 
from  one  of  the  Fel lmonger s,  and  after  investigation,  the  nuisance 
complained  of  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

PRIVATE  SLAUGIff  EKRCU  SES .  -  25  Private  Slaughterhouses  Tfere  in 
use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  slaughterhouse  in  Lowe  sir  oor  was  al  lowed  to  be  re-opened  , 
your  Council  having  granted  a  license  for  5  years,  as  a  licensed 
s laugh ter house. 

Two  changes  of  occupation  of  slaughterhouses  vrore  notified, 
and  7  slaughterhouses  have  not  been  in  use  during  the  year. 


r  i 

•J  • 


From  time  to  tii  >e  complaints  have  boon  received  oi‘  the  nuisance 
f ror.  the  bleating  of  calves  and  the  removal  of  garbage  from  tbo  slaugl  ter 
houses,  m.d  those  matters  have  boon  deal1,  vi  bh  ns  far  as  possible,  but 
so  lorn'  as  the  law  allows  these  old  slaughterhouses  to  {?}.  1st  in  populated 
districts,  the  inhabitants  have  to  put  up  with  such  nuisances. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Slaughterhouses  to  see  that 
the  bye-laws  are  complied  with,  and  to  inspect  as  far  as  possible  the 
meat  killed  therein. 

During  the  year  your  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  the  more  humane  slaughtering  of  animal s . 

The  Committee  obtained  information  concerning  this  matter  from 
many  towns,  and  heard  opinions  from,  an  official  of  the  National 
Society  for  the  prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  a  deputation  of 
the  Local  Butchers1  Association.  After  prolonged  consideration  a 
Resolution  was  passed  to  adopt  Bye-laws  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  use  of  a  mechanically  operated  instrument,  for  stunning  animals 
before  slaughter.  This  Resolution  was  not  adopted  bv  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSES.  -  The  Public  Slaughterhouses  were  established 
in  18G8,  and  from  time  bo  time  have  been  brought  more  up  to  date. 

They  are  situated  in  Croft  Road,  and  adjoin  bhe  Cattle  Market, 
and  are  close  to  a  railway  siding. 

The  slaughterhouses,  and  arrangements  for  fasting  pens,  hanging 
of  moat,  etc;  are  n ow  in  good  order. 

All  carcases,  meat,  and  offal  of  every  description  are  inspected 
bof  ore  removal  from  the  slaughterhouses. 

The-  following  is  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the 


t  years 

end i nr  March 

31st  1923.:- 

Charges  for 

To 

March  31 

st . 

Slaughtering 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

Number 

of  Beasts 

Is.  bd . 

1096 

781 

938 

tl 

Cheep 

fd . 

•1-120 

3479 

4078 

it 

Calves 

9d . 

184 

359 

726 

i? 

Pork  Pigs 

9d . 

935 

2433 

2771 

u 

Bacon  Pigs 

Is.  6d. 

256 

274 

218 

6  591 

7326 

8731 

1921 

1922  1923 

Amounts  received  for 

■Slaughtering 

£2 14.  1 

.  0  £25 

8.  4.  8.  £312.  15. 

DAERI  Fj 

S ,  CCESKKPS  ft 

MILKS HOPS .  - 

The  Milk 

ft  Dairie 

s  ( Amend on t ) 

.922,  c. 

.me  into  operation  (except 

Section 

3)  on  September  1st,  1922. 

Under 

the  new  Act  bv 

o  Registers  must  be  k 

opt ,  one 

of-  retail 

purveyors,  and  the  other  of  all  other  persons  registered  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  ft  Mi Iks hops  Order  of  188b. 

At  the  end  or'  1921  there  wore  (54  persons  on  the  Register,  but  at 


i 


\ 

' 


■ 


2:  £  :I§B 
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10. 


the  end  cl'  1922,  that  Register  contained  S3  names, 
increase. 


a  very  considc?ral>le 
\f 


On  the  New  Register  of  retail  purveyors  there  are  80  names,  3  of 
these  persons  have  Cowsheds  in  the  City,  and  21  have  their  premises 
outside  the  City.  There  are  on  the  2nd  Register,  3  names  of  producers 
who  have  farms  in  the  City  and  do  not  retail  the  milk. 

The  above  Act  empowers  tbo  Local  Authority  to  refuse  to  enter 
any  person  on  the  first  of  these  Registers,  or  to  remove  him  from  that 
Register  if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  Public  Health  is  or  is  likely 
bo  be  endangered  by  any  act  or  default  of  his  in  relation  to  the 
quality,  storage  or  distribution  of  milk. 

Section  3  of  the  Act  which  came  into  operation  on  January  1st, 1923 
empowers  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  lay  down  the  conditions  under  which 
licenses  to  sell  graded  Milk  may  bo  obtained.  Tho  grades  mentioned 
are  Certified  Milk, Grade  A  (tuberculin  tested )  Milk,  Grade  A  Milk  and 


Pasteurised  Milk. 


So  far  (four  months  after  the  Order  has  been  issued)  no  application 
has  been  made  for  a  license  to  sell  milk  under  any  of  these  designations 
by  any  one  retailing  Milk  in  the  City. 


FOOD. 

f  SAhl;  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  -  The  total  number  of  samples  submitted 
to  the’  Analyst  in  '1922  was  153.  Of  these  100  were  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  ft  Drugs  Acts,  and  53  were  best  samples. 

Of  the  100  samples  taken  under  the  Act,  93  were  certified  to  be 
genuine  and  7  as  adulterated.  Of  the  53  test  samples,  48  were  certified 
to  bo  genuine  and  5  as  adulterated. 

1920  1921  1922 


Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

F  ormal 

Informal 

Analyse  s 

97 

»  "2 

•■rO 

92 

G1 

100 

53 

Adulterated 

n 

( 

4 

tt 

0 

2 

7 

r 

o 

Adulterated  per  cent 
Amounts  of  Costs 

7.2 

9.3 

5.2 

3.2 

7.0 

9.4 

and  Finos 

£6. 

1.  Od. 

.r* 

Nil 

£16. 

5 .  Od » 

The  adulterated  samples  were  all  of  Milk.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  that  Milk,  which  should  be  the  one  article  of  food  that 
;|  ought  to  bo  delivered  to  the  homes  pure  and  wholesome,  should  be 
found  to  be  tho  only  one  adulterated.  The  conditions  under  which 
;  Milk  is  handled  from  the  time  of  milking,  to  its  consumption  is,  in 
many  cases,  very  unsatisfactory. 
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MILK. 


6f>  Samples  wer> ■  taken  under  the  Act,  58  proved  to  bo  genuine,  nnd  7  were 
to  low  the  standard  oJ  the  hoard  of  Agriculture- 

The  following  action  was  taken  as  regards  these  7  samples. 

Sample  No.  22  vras  deficient  in  non-iatty  solids  to  the  extent  of  5.5  per 
cent.  Three  samples  taken  direct  from  the  cows  were  all  slightly  deficient 
in  non-fatty  solids,  so  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Sample  No.  52  taken  at  place  of  delivery  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
jto  the  ex  bent  of  6.6  per  cent.  Samples  taken  direct  Jrom  the  cows  at  tie  farm 
proved  to  be  well  above  the  standard.  The  Vendor  was  prosecuted  and  fined 
£2,  and  £1.  1.  0  costs. 

,  Sample  No,  31  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent.  As 
Vendor  had  purchased  milk  from  the  same  farm  no  action  was  taken. 

Samples  Nos.  33  h  39.  These  samples  were  taken  on  successive  mornings, 
puch  was  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  to  the  extent  of  17.6  per  cent.  The 
Magistrates  inflicted  a  fine  of  £2  in  each  case. 

Sample  No.  40.  This  sample  was  taken  at  the  place  of  delivery  in  connection 
rith  samples  Nos.  33  k  39,  and  was  found  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of  6.6 
[>er  cent  in  fat,  and  17.6  per  cent  in  non-fatty  solids.  Samples  taken  direct 
’rom  the  cows  proved  to  be  well  above  the  standard.  The  farmer  was  fined 
Z,  and  £1  costs. 

Sample  No.  47  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  16.6  per-  cent.  The 
And  or  was  fined  £5,  and  £1.  1.  0  costs. 


PUBLIC  HVAf.Tb  (MILK  ft  CVFAM)  RLGULA'I  TCHS  1912  fr  19]  7 . 
Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1922. 

1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a ) 

No.  of  samples 
examined  for  the 
presence  of  a 
preservative . 


(M 

No.  in  which  a 
preservative  was 
reported  to  be 
pre sent . 


j.lk 

'wsm 


81 

2 
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2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to 
ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservative  were 
correct. 

1.  Correct  statements  made  ...  5 

2.  Statements  incorrect  ... 

ZE 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  Preserved 
Cream. 

1.  Above  55  per  cent 

2.  Belcw  35  per  cent 

(c)  In  one  instance  the  type  on  the  label  "Not  suitable  for 
Infants  or  Invalids"  was  of  smaller  size  than  that  shewn  in  the 
Schedule  of  the  Regulations • 

The  Vendors  were  warned. 


UNSOUND  FOOD.  -  During  the  year  the  following  food  has  been  destroyed 
as  being  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome. 

Tuberculosis . 


CATTLE.  8  carcases  ana  organs. 

19  heads  &  tongues. 

All  organs  of  14  cattle. 
11  lungs. 


PIGS. 


CALVES . 


CATTLE. 


SHEEP. 


6  carcases  and  organs. 

24  heads  k  organs. 

12  heads. 

One  carcase  k  organs. 

Other  Diseases. 


3  carcasos  &  organs. 

9  heads  &  tongues. 

All  organs  of  8  cattle. 

S  lungs,  51  livers,  5  tripes. 

16  carcases  &  organs. 

26  1 i ver s . 

11  lungs. 
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PIG  3 

10  carcases  & 
16  organs. 

organs . 

J 

CALVES . 

4  carcases  & 

organs . 

FROZEN  MEAT. 

613  lbs. 

MEAT.  570  lbs. 

FISH  1110  lbs. 

RABBITS. 

6  * 

FOWLS  111  cou 

.pie . 

POTATOES  28  curbs. 

191 

tins  of  Fruit, 

Fish,  Condensed 

Milk 

etc . 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  vras  8  tons  2  cvrts  57  lbs.  With 
two  exceptions  this  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  respective 
owners . 

Tvro  summonses  were  instituted  against  one  Butcher  for  having  on  his 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  two  sides  of  pork  which  vrere  diseased. 

He  was  fined  the  maximum  penalty,  namely;  £20  and  costs  in  each  case, 
total,  £42.  2.  0. 


'  ig’.-B''  M 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 


Siv'iALLPOA .  - 
Smallpox  Hospital 


No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
in  the  Tolladine  Road  is  always  ready  to  receive  patients. 


SC ALL FT  FEVER.  -  A  considerable  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  a 
mild  type  wm -e  notified,  nearly  one-half  during1  the  last  Quarter  of  the  year. 
The  total  num Per  of  cases  was  115,  of  which  8  vrere  secondary  and  4  return 
cases.  There  were  94  persons  admitted,  to  the  Hospital,  being;  82%  of  the 
notified  cases. 

No  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  occurred. 

The  disease  was  widespread  through  the  City.  The  68  children  who  vrere 
attending  the  Elementary  .Schools,  came  from  31  different  departments. 

The  case  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  was  2.31.  Jhe  case  rate  for 
England  &  Wales  was  2.85. 


DIPHTHERIA.  -  There  vrere  only  54  cases  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  107  in  1921.  Forty-six  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital 
i.e.  8 5y.  Three  deaths  occurred,  two  of  very  young  children  who  required 
Tracheotomy,  and  the  third  was  a  girl  of  7  years  who  had  been  ill  for  4 
days  before  the  disease  was  recognised. 

Of  the  54  patients,  10  were  adults  and  in  2  instances  the  disease  was 
contracted  outside  the  City;  17  were  children  under  .School  age,  and  27 
were  School  children. 

The  Medical  practitioners  tool  swabs  of  the  throat  or  nose  for 
bacteriological  Examination  from  245  persons.  Of  237  swabs  taken  from  the 
throat,  4b  were  positive  and  191  negative  as  regards  the  diphtheria 
bacillus.  Of  3S  nasal  swabs,  11  were  positive  and  27  negative.  Including 
these  and.  swabs  taken  in  the  General  Infirmary  Wards  and  those  taken  at 
tho  City  hospital  for  discharge  of  patients  a  total  of  776  swabs  were  taken 
during  the  year. 

The  case  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  was  1.15.  The  case  rate  for 
England  &  Wales  was  1.37. 


TYPHOID 


& 


PARATYPHOID. FEVER.  -  One  case  of  each  of  these  diseases  was 
notified  during  the  year.  The  patients  were  both  children.  The  homo 
conditions  were  carefully  examined  and  no  cause  vas  found  to  account  tor  the 


illness . 

Both  of  the  patients  were  nursed  at  home  and  made  good  recoveries. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 
No  cose  of  either  of  the 


,  CERFDKOSPINAL  FEVER,  ENCEPHALITIS 
se  diseases  was  notified  during  the 


LETFARGICA.  - 
year. 


. 


. 


.  'UK;  ■ 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PNEUMONIA,  MALARIA,  &C.,)  REGULATIONS,  1918. 


In  accordance  with  these  regulations  there  were  65  persons  notified  as 
suffering  from  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  of  whom  16  died;  and  20  porsons  with 
Influenza]  Pneumonia,  of  whom  6  died.  The  following  Table  gives  the  grouping 
in  age  periods  and  the  deaths  in  each  age  group. 


Age  - 

under  5 

5  to  25 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

Over  65 

Total 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

21 

19 

9 

8 

8 

65 

deaths 

6 

3 

1 

1 

5 

16 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

2 

2 

10 

3 

3 

20 

deaths 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Three  of  the  children  who  died  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

It  will  be  seen  how  great  the  mortality  is  in  the  very  young  and  very 

t  old. 

In  the  first  Quarter  of  the  Year  27  deaths  were  registered  from 
Epidemic  Influenza  and  five  others  during  the  Year. 

MALARIA. -  One  case  only  was  notified,  an  exservice  man  who  contracted 
the  disease  in  India  in  1916. 

TUBERCULOS I S .  -  There  were  114  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
received  during  1922.  Cf  these  92  were  of  Pulmonary  and  22  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  -  Of  the  92  persons  44  were  males  (including 
13  ox service  men)  and  48  females.  Twenty  of  these  persons  died  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  6  within  a  month  of  notification,  and  eleven  others  in  less 
than  6  months  from  that  time.  These  persons  had  the  disease  so  advanced 
when  -  notified  that  no  measures  taken  by  a  Local  Authority  could  have 
saved  their  lives.  A  large  number  of  these  persons  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  and  died  there,  and.  by  this  action  tho  risk  of  infection  to  ethers 
in  their  houses  was  avoided. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  in  his  Report  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
the  year  1920,  after  pointing  out  that  the  main  source  of  infection  is  the 
expectoration  of  advanced  tuberculous  cases,  says  "The  real  danger  to  human 
beings  is  massive  or  prolonged  infection,  sufficient  to  overpower  the  forces 
of  natural  re s istance'.  Whilst  therefore  it  is  essential  to  recognise  the 
infectious  or  subinf ectious  nature  of  tuberculosis,  it  is  undesirable  to 
exaggerate  the  danger  of  ordinary  daily  intercourse  under  satisfactory 
conditions,  between  healthy  people  and  consumptives.  With  the  exercise 
of  due  care  on  both  sides  the  consumptive  need  not,  as  a  rule,  be  of  danger 
to  those  associated  with  him." 

There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  inactivity  of  persons  suffering 
from  this  disease.  In  some  cases  there  is  no  risk  of  infection,  in  others 
the  risk  is  small,  but  in  cases  whore  the  person  has  advanced  disease  of  his 
lungs,  the  danger  is. much  increased,  especially  so  where  the  homo  is  a  small 


. 


a 
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one  and  the  surroundings  unfavourable  to  recovery.  It  is  very'  desirable 
that  all  such  cases  should  be  removed  from  their  homes  for  hospital  treatment. 
It  will  be  noted  that  16  such  persons  died  at  Newtown  Hospital  during  the 
year. 

A  reasonably  intelligent  person  who  has  resided  in  a  Sanatorium  has  be^n 
trained  to  avoid  spreading  infection,  if  he  or  she  is  infectious,  and  such 
a  person  need  not  be  shunned  in  ordinary  human  intercourse. 

But  we  know  that  the  main  factor  in  the  avoidance  of  disease  is  the 
natural  resistance  of  the  individual  to  infection.  This  varies  much,  and 
maintenance  of  health  in  all  persons  means  the  power  of  resisting  the  attacks 
of  disease.  This  natural  resistance  can  be  lessened  by  unwholesome  living 
conditions,  such  as  overcrowding,  want  of  sunlight  in  the  homes,  insufficient 
food,  and  continued  anxiety  due  to  unemployment.  All  these  factors  have 
been  in  operation  for  a  long  time,  and  it  will  be  surprising  if,  in  the  years 
to  come,  there  is  not  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  the  Table  giving  the  Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  Year  will 
be  found  the  number  under  Age  periods  and  the  deaths  that  occurred  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

NON -PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  -  There  were  22  cases  notified  as  follows 


Glands. 

Bones  &  Joints. 

Spine. 

Abdomen. 

Meninges  of  Brain. 

Other  organs 

Of  these  patients,  four  were  treated  in  the  VTards  of  the  General  Infirmary, 
one  in  an  Army  Hospital,  and  three  at  Newtown  Hospital. 

Notification  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been  compulsory  during 
the  last  ten  years.  The  average  annual  number  of  notifications  during  the 
five  years  1913-17  was  33  and  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths  was  13. 

During  the  five  years  1918-22  the  numbers  were  22  and  10  respectively.  This 
shows  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  cases  and  of  the  deaths. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  caused  either  by  infection  from  advanced 
pulmonary  cases,  or  from  the  drinking  of  cows  milk  infected  with  bovine 
tuberculosis,  so  that  its  decrease  depends  on  the  decrease  of  these  two 
causes.  Hence  the  removal  of  advanced  pulmonary  cases  from  homes  where 
isolation  is  impossible,  and  the  improvement  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  whole 
country  are  necessary  for  the  decrease  of  the  many  forms  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosi s . 

The  Table  on  page  17  shows  the  sexes  and  numbers  under  age  periods. 
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Ages. 

Pulmonary. 

Males  . 

Deaths  . 

Females  . 

Deaths  . 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  . 

Deaths  . 

Females  . 

Deaths  . 

Note. — The  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1922. 
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TI1F  TUBERCULOSIS 
afternoons  a 3  p.m. , 
who  are  at  work. 


DISPENSARY.  - 
and  cri  Eriday 


is  open  3  times  a  week  on  Monday  aril  Tuesday 
evenings  at  7.30  p.m.  for  the  patients 


The  number  of  persons  seen  wa ; 


and  they  made  1167  attendances.  Of 


the  323  persons  117  were  under  16  years  of  age.  In  addition  to  the  notified 


cases,  36 


persons  were  so: 

s  n 


and  examined.  'The  had  been  in  close  contact  v/ith 


a  notified  case ;  of  tlu.se  17  were  adults  and  41  children.  Ton  other  persons 
were  sent  by  medical  men  for  consultation  and  after  examination  reports  were 
sent  to  the  medical  men. 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  is  zealous  in  her  endeavours  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease  in  the  homos,  and  helps  the  poor  vLo  may  be  sufferers  by  many 
friendly  cots,  outside  her  official  duties. 


RESIDENTIAL  institutions. 

KNIGHT -TICK  SANATORIUM.  -  The  Council  retain  10  beds  at  this  institution, 
5  for  men  and  5  for  women. 

On  January  1st,  1921,  there  were  in  residence  4  men  (2  being  exservice 
men)  and  three  wcemn.  Curing  the  year  12  men  were  admitted  (7  being  ex- 
service  men  with  one  death)  also  12  women,  and  2  girls,  one  of  the  latter 
being  a  nor. -pulmonary  case. 

N H’f T GfN  HQS PI TAL .  -  The  admissions  and  disch&r  ges  during  the  year  are 
as  follows 


Men 

Boys 

Aomen 

Girls 

In  residence  on 

1/1/22 

8 

7 

1 

Admitted  during 

year 

26 

7 

24 

6 

34 

7 

31 

7 

Discharged 

22  ;  p  o 

5 

1 5 )  o  , 

6 

Died 

7) 

9) 

In  residence  on 

31/12/22 

5 

2 

*7 

1 

1 

Cf  the  total  of  34  cases  15  were  Exservice  men,  and  of  these  7  died. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (VENEREAL  DISEASES 


REGULATIONS  1916. 


are 

and 


The  Scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  in  191r7  continues  in  force.  There 
two  Clinics  for  males  and  two  for  females  held  each  week  on  Wednesday 
Sa+ur day  af  b ei n  :  on s . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre,  in  his  return  to  the  Ministry 


of  Health  of  the  work  done  during  1922,  supplies  the  following,  information 


Conditions  other 


Syphili s 

Gonorrhoea 

than 

Venereal 

Total . 

Persons  under  treatment  M . 

F. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

on  January  1st,  1922  79 

71 

147 

10 

104 

39 

330 

120 

New  patients  during  1922  19 

23 

29 

3 

22 

13 

70 

39 

98 

94 

176 

13 

126 

52 

400 

159 

persons  who  ceased  to  - 

.  . 

attend  before  completion 
of  treatment  17 

13 

24 

6 

41 

19 

Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  30 

Persons  under  treatment  or 

23 

30 

18 

- 

- 

60 

41 

observation  Jan. 1st  1923 

43 

50 

118 

15 

165 

68 

Total  attendances  of  all 

persons  at  the  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic  452 

446 

726 

29 

38 

47 

1216 

522 

Of  the  42  patients  seen  for  the  1st  time  in  1922  suffering  from  Syphilis, 
22  resided  in  the  City;  of  the  32  patients  with  Gonorrhoea,  16  resided  in 
Worcester. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Treatment  Centre  at  the  General  Infirmary  for  the 
Year  ras  £1063,  The  amount  payable  by  the  City  was  £600  cf  which  the  Ministry 
of  Health  provided  75$. 

The  specimens  sent  from  the  City  for  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examination  numbered  136,  109  from  the  Treatment  Centre,  and  27  from  the 
General  practitioners.  The  cost  of  these  examinations  was  £51. 

There  is  still  a  considerable  proportion  of  persons  who  abandon  treatment 
before  infection  has  been  removed.  During  1922  17$  of*  the  men  and  14$  of 
the  women  who  had  Syphilis,  behaved  in  this  foolish  way;  also  of  the  persons  ° 
with  Gonorrhoea  13$  of  the  men,  and  50$  of  the  women  ceased  attendance  at 
the  Clinics  while  in  an  infectious  state.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  only 
3  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  in  women  came  for  treatment  during  1922,  a  small 
proportion  of  the  number  suffering  from  this  disease.  This  reluctance  of 
women  to  seek  help  at  the  Clinics  for  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea  has  been  shown 
over  since  the  work  has  been  established.  This  is  most  unfortunate  as  the 
after  eifects  of  the  disease  are  in  many  cases  most  disastrous. 

The  object  of  the  establi shment  of  these  Clinics  is  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  disease  by  curing  it  in  the  individual  affected,  and  to  prevent  the  many 
after  effects  of  syphilis  which  causes  disabling  illnesses,  premature  death, 
and  great  loss  to  the  community.  But  so  long  as  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  patients  who  are  receiving  skilled  and  fnoe  treatment  at  the  expenco 
of  tho  tax  -payer  and  rate -payer,  may  abandon  treatment  before  a  cure  is 
affected  to  that  extent  is  the  expenditure  wasted.  By  what  method  can  the 
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continued  attendance  of  the  natients  at  the  Clinics  be  obtained? 

At  the  City  Council  hold  on  the  19th  November  1918  the  following 
Resolution  tos  passed  nop.,  con 

That  the  Local  Government  board  be  requested  ho  bring  in 
Legislation 

(a)  To  require  tbe  notification  to  Health  Authorities  of  all 
patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease,  who,  without  adequate 
cause,  discontinue  treatment  before  it  is  completed. 

At  a  Conference  held  at  Birmingham  on  28th  October  1922,  this  matter 
of  modified  notification  was  discussed,  and  the  opinion  was  generally  expressed 
that  the  threat  of  this  notification  would  in  a  largo  majority  of  cases  be 
efficacious  in  obtaining  attendance  until  the  cure  was  completed. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


By  Dr.  Marion  B.  Andrews . 


Sir  George  Neman  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1921  as  Chief  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  says  "it  is  becoming  almost  a  platitude  to 
refer  to  the  health  of  the  mother  and  child  as  the  basis  of  the  health  of  the 
community,  yet  we  can  never  escape  this  fundamental  issue."  He  continues, 

"As  I  said  last  year,  complete  arrangements  for  maternity  and  child  welfare 
would  include  the  following 

MATERNITY  WORK  : -  (l)  Antenatal  care  ahd  nutrition  of  the 

mother,  through  Antenatal  Centres  or 
othervi se 


(2)  An  adequate  medical,  midwifery  and 
nursing  service  for  childbirth. 

(3)  Domestic  aid  before,  at  the  time  of, 
and  after  childbirth  (including 
maternity  benefit). 

(4)  Maternity  home  and  hospital 
accommodation . 


(5)  Homes  for  unmarried  mothers  and 
their  infants. 


INFANT  WELFARE 


(1)  Notification  of  births  and  still¬ 
births. 

(2)  Home  visiting. 

(3)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(4)  Infant  Treatment  Centres,  Observations 
Wards  and  Hospitals. 

(5)  Day  Nurseries;  Homes  for  healthy 
babies . " 


As  there  is  as  yet  no  standardised  form  for  use  in  reporting  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work  I  have  arranged  this  report  in  line  with  the  above 
classification,  but  numbering  the  headings  consecutively  from  1  to  10,  and 
prefacing  the  whole  with  a  brief  account  of  the  Staff,  Schemo  of  Work,  and 
Premi ses . 
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STAFF .  -  This  consists  of  a  Medical  Officer,  four  Health  Visitors,  one 
full-time  Clerk,  and  one  half-time  Clerk. 

Since  Julv  1919  IJne  Assistant  M.O.H. ,  Dr.  Mary  Mitchell,  had  been 
Medical  Officer,  devoting  most  of  her  time  to  this  branch  of  the  Public  Health 
Work.  Rut  in  July  of  this  year  a  change  ras  made.  Dr.  Mitchell  resigned 
for  private  reasons,  and  on  account  of  the  present  great  need  for  economy 
the  Council  decided  not  to  appoint  another  officer  in  her  place,  but  to 
divide  her  work  between  the  M.O.H.  and  the  S.M.O.  I  therefore  as  S.M.O. 
took  over  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work,  arranging  to  give  four- 
elevenths  of  my  time  to  it,  retaining  seven-elevenths  for  the  School  Medical 
Work.  Tins  naturally  necessitated  a  complete  re-arrangement  of  the  work. 

SCHEME  OF  V/ORK.  -  During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  this  followed 
the  lines  described  in  last  year's  Report.  Dr.  Mitchell  gave  practically 
her  whole  time  to  this  branch  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  being  present 
at  the  Centre  for  the  greater  part  of  each  morning,  and  also  attending  a 
Clinic  overy  afternoon.  On  taking  over  the  work  in  July  I  was  only  able 
to  arrange  to  be  at  the  Centre  from  12.0  till  l.C  each  day,  and  to  give 
two  afternoons  weekly  -  Tuesday  and  Vvednesday  -  for  holding  Clinics,  with 
some  additional  hours*  work  on  days  when  the  elementary  schools  are  having 
holidays  in  excess  of  my  own  holiday  allowance.'  To  deal  with  the  work  in 
iny  absence  and  assist  in  details  of  organisation  Miss  YHood,  the  senior 
Health  Visitor,  was  made  Superintendent,  and  in  order  that  she  might  have 
more  time  available  for  work  at  the  centre,  her  District  was  decreased. 

This  alteration,  with  the  appointment  on  August  1st,  of  a  new  Health  Visitor, 
Miss  Steel,  in  place  of  Miss  Mason,  who  left  in  June  to  take  up  a  post  in 
the  County,  gave  an  opportuni tv  for  some  re-ad.iustment  of  the  areas  of  the 
four  districts  into  which  the  City  is  divided  for  health  visiting  purposes, 
in  the  hope  of  securing  greater  equality  in  the  nature  and  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  by  each  Visitor. 

t 

The  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  Clinics  had  also  to  be  re¬ 
adjusted.  The  four  Yfei.ghing  Clinics,  and  the  Friday  afternoon  Class  for 
Mothers  were  retained,  but  the  special  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  given  up. 

Special  Medical  Clinics  were  established  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  affernoons, 
at  which  the  M.O.  attended  to  see  both  mothers  and  children  referred  to  her 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  Full  details  of  the  new  arrangement  are  given  under 
headings  (1)  Ante-natal  care  and  (8)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

PREMISES. -  Although  seriously  inadequate  to  the  growing  needs  of  the 
work,  54,  Lovresmoor  continues  to  serve  as  headquarters.  There  are  only 
four  available  rooms  in  this  building,  besides  a  comfortless  room  in  the  semi¬ 
basement  where  the  dinners  are  served  for  the  mothers.  Of  these  four  rooms, 
the  lower  front  one  is  used  in  the  morning  by  the  Milk  Clerk,  in  the 
afternoon  as  a  waiting  room,  and  all  the  time  by  the  Health  Visitors,  for 
whom  suitable  tables  for  their  writing  work  have  been  provided.  The  room 
behind  this  serves  the  M.O.  both  as  office  and  for  the  holding  of  hn»r  special 
clinics ,  includinr  of  course  the  examination  of  ante-natal  cases  who  havo  to 
undress  and  dress  in  it.  The  upstairs  front  room  is  used  for  the  Mothers 
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Class  and  the  Weigh:  ng  Clinics,  which  are  excessively  crowded,  and  the  room 
behind  is  the  clerk's  room,  vrbere  also  Virol  and  Codliver  Oil  are  stored  and 
given  out.  As  no  bot  water  is  laid  on  the  washing  of  bands  during  clinics 
las  to  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  hardly  consonant  with  modern  ideas. 


MATERNITY  ?OHK. 

(1)  ANTENATAL  CAKE  AMD  NUTRITION  OF  THE  MOTHER.  Special  attention  is 
paid  by  each  Health  Visitor  so  all  expectant  Mothers  whom  she  may  come  across 
in  her  own  district.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  special  Clinic 
v as  held  weekly  by  the  f£.0.  for  these  cases,  but  during  the  second  half  year 
they  were  asked  to  attend  the  Medical  Clinic  for  the  district  in  which  they 
lived,  and  did  so  quite  willingly.  In  fact,  they  seem  to  prefer  this 
arrangement,  possibly  as  being  less  conspicuous  than  attending  a  special 
Ante-natal  Clinic,  many  of  them  coming  up  ostensibly  to  seek  advice  about 
the  last  baby  and  then  being  led  on  to  speak  of  their  own  condition.  Out 
of  135  ante-natal  cases  seen  by  the  M.O.  during  the  year,  60  attended  for  the 
first  time  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Several  were  sent  by  their 
miavrives  on  account  of  alarming  or  peculiar  symptoms ,  and  after  examination 
a  special  written  report  was  sent  to  the  midwife  in  charge. 


Milk,  and  dinners  were  supplied  in  necessitous  cases,  i.e.  those  where 
the  income  per  bead  per  week  after  deducting  the  rent  did  not  exceed  6/-. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health's  requirements  neither  dinners  nor 
milk  can  be  supplied  before  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy,  but  in  vary 
necessitous  early  cases  the  Infant  Health  Society  kindly  paid  until  the 
seventh  month  ras  "eached. 


The  dinners  were  provided  by  the  Infant  Health  Society  at  cost  price, 
and  were  cooked  and  served  at  the  Lowesmoor  Centre,  for  l/3d,  which, was 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  reduced  to  1/-  a  head.  For  this  a  meal  of 
meat,  potatoes  and  vegetable,  with  suet  pudding,  milk  pudding,  or  fruit  tart, 
was  (riven,  excellent  in  quality  and  abundant  in  quantity.  An  average  of  13 
to  14  women  were  fed  daily,  six  days  a  week,  the  total  meals  for  the  year 
■  eir.g  4107,  and  the  cost  £253.  G.  &• 


The  I  others  were  unanimous  in  their  testimony  to  the  benefit  resulting 
both  to  their  o,rTi  health,  and  to  their  ability  to  breast  feed,  and  to  the 
health  and  weight  of  the  new  baby,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the  observations 
of  the  Health  Visitors. 


ffe  are  indebted  also  to  the  Infant  Health  Society  for  a  supply  of 
surgical  appliances,  particularly  elastic  stockings  and  abdominal  belts  for 
needy  mothers. 


In  October  the  Health  Committee  united  with  the  Education  Committee 
i-n  appointing  a  half-time  Dental  Surgeon,  one  day  (two  sessions)  weekly  being 
receded  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  children  under 
^ve,  and.  tuberculous  cases.  Owing  to  delay  in  fitting  up  the  Clinic, 
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novrover ,  very  little  work  was  actually  done  before  the  end  of  the  year 
bey  or.  d  providing  dentures  for  four  cases  whose  teeth  had  already  been 
extracted . 

Miss  Wood  continued  her  Class  for  Mothers  on  Friday  afternoons.  This 
is  the  only  occasion  on  which  direct  teaching  is  definitely  given,  and  is 
extremely  popular.  There  were  703  attendances  at  the  38  classes.  Miss 
Wood  gave  talks  on  a  great  variety  cf  subjects,  combining  with  these  as  far 
as  possible  practical  instruction.  Amongst  the  subjects  dealt  with  were 
the  physiology  and  hygiene  of  pregnancy,  vrhich  proved  to  be  of  greater 
interest  and  better  understood  than  was  at  first  expected,  and  gave 
opportunity  for  much  wholesome  advice  and  plain  speaking  on  matters  which 
urgently  need  ventilation.  The  care  and  nursing  of  the  various  diseases 
of  infancy  and  childhood  was  also  thoroughly  taught,  actual  cases  of  illness 
occurring  amongst  the  children  of  those  attending  the  class  being  often 
made  the  text  for  the  talk,  while  practical  results  were  noted  in  several 
cases  whore  the  mothers  afterwards  nursed  sick  children  with  great  success 
on  the  lines  inculcated. 

A  Thrift  Club  was  also  run  in  connection  with  the  Class,  by  means  of 
which  the  women  could  save  small  sums  weekly  to  be  drawn  out,  with  a  bonus 
added,  for  special  occasions. 

Miss  Moore  vory  kindly  gave  up  the  afternoon  to  assisting  Miss  Wood 
in  this  most  important  work. 

(2)  MEDICAL  AdD  MIDWIFKHY  SERVICES  FOR  ChlLDDIlvTH. -  14  Midwives 
notified  their  intention  to  practise,  and  were  inspected  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives 1  Board. 

Of  the  957  live  births  notified,  858  w  re  notified  by  midwives,  who 
also  notified  16  of  the  26  still  births. 

Medical  assistance  vras  sent  for  163  times  on  account  of  the  mother  and 
62  times  on  account  of  the  child.  This  ia  just  double  the  figures  for  1921 
(80  and  30),  but  against  this  increase  must  be  set  the  results.  lie  have 
exact  figures  for  one  detail  only,  i.e.  29  still  births  this  year  against 
42  in  1921,  but  it  may  serve  as  an  index  of  improvement  in  the  care  of 
child  birth,  of  which  the  increased  number  of  times  help  vras  sent  for 
should  be  regarded  as  proof.  It  is  the  careful,  not  the  Oareless  midwife, 

v.rho  summons  the  doctor,  and  summons  him  in  time. 

The  recovery  of  the  fees  or  part  of  them,  paid  by  the  Council  to 
medico.l  men  summoned  bv  midwives,  and  to  the  midwives  themselves  in  certain 

I  u  7 

extremely  necessitous  cases,  was  taken  over  by  this  Department  in  January 
of  last  year.  The  work  is  difficult  and  not  in  line  with  the  other  work, 

&nd  more  especially,  with  the  a ijts ,  of  a  Child  Welfare  Centro,  and  the 
result  has  hardly  been  common sura  to  vrith  the  energy  and  time  expended. 
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Hove vo r ,  there  has  boon  a  decided  improvement  in  the  am o inn t  recovered.  There 
were  111  claims  received  from  Doctors  during  1921,  according  to  last  'roar's 
Report,  for  £177.  2.  0.,  and  £3.  17.  6  was  recovered.  The  Mid-wives  made 
47  claims  for  foes  which  amounted  to  £53.  5.  0.  During  this  year  85  claims 
from  Doctors  for  £152.  1.  0.,  and  59  claims  from  Midwives  for  £46.  17.  0 
were  paid,  giving  a  total  of  144  claims  for  £178.  18.  0.  The  Committee  re¬ 
mitted  payments  either  in  whole  or  part  to  the  amount  of  £125.  19.  6.,  leaving 
£54.  18.  0  to  be  recovered.  Of  this  £29.  1.  0  had  been  collected  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  9  persons  are  still  paying  small  weekly  sums. 

(3)  DOMESTIC  AID  AT  THE  TIME  OF  CHILDBIRTH  :  -  Home  Helps  were  supplied 
as  heretofore,  either  to  assist  in  the  care  of  the  family  while  the  mother 
was  in  bed,  cr  where  this  was  not  required,  to  do  the  washing,  always  a  heavy 
item  of  the  week's  work  in  the  poorer  homes,  and  more  especially  so  after  a 
confinement.  Every  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the  help  is  really  needed, 
and  for  this  reason  it  is  stringently  required  that  all  arrangements  as  to 
name  of  help,  period  for  which  she  is  to  be  engaged  and  remmierati on  must 

be  made,  and  entered  on  our  books,  before  the  confinement  takes  place.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  great  boon  this  is  to  the  mother  of  the  family,  enabling 
her  to  take  her  10  day's  or  a  fortnight's  rest  after  confinement  without 
feeling  that  arrears  of  washing  are  piling  up  to  be  dealt  with  when  she  is 
again  "getting  about',  or  that  the  other  children  are  being  neglected.  The 
usual  period  of  help  is  two  weeks,  but  this  is  extended  to  three  or  longer  if 
anything  abnormal  occurs  to  make  it  desirable  to  keep  the  mother  longer  in 
bed.  Only  23  were  supplied  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  £13.  19.  0.,  on 
account  of  the  reduction  in  the  estimate,  but  this  is  a  benefit  which  might 
with  advantage  be  doubled,  or  even  quadrupled,  last  -year's  total  of  52  at  a 
cost  of  £42  being  a  much  more  useful  figure. 

(4)  MATERNITY  HOME  AND  HOSPITAL  ACCOMODATION  :  -  Maternity  work  is 
seriously  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  any  special  home  or  hospital.  Maternity 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  General  Infirmary  if  absolutely  requiring*  aid,  and 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  embraces  the  provision  of  pavment  for 
such  cases  if  necessary.  None  were  admitted  at  our  charge  during  the  year. 

(5)  HOMES  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  :  -  There  is  no  provision  for  this. 
Individual  cases  are  referred  to  the  Diocesan  or  other  Rescue  Workers  to 
deal  V7ith. 

INFANT  WELFARE. 

(6)  NOTIFICATION  OF  fllh'fRS  AND  STILL-BIRTHS  :  -  There  is  still  a 
discrepancy  between  the  number  of  births  notified  in  the  year,  and  the  number 
registered.  The  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Department  is  of  course  based 

on  the  notified  births.  With  few  exceptions  every  live-birth  notified  is 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  whose  district  it  occurs  on  the  eleventh 
day,  or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  and  every  still-birth  notified  is 
immediately  investigated. 
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There  were  957  live-births  and.  28  still-births  notified  during  the 
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Of  the  28  still-births  2  occurred  in  bouses  of  a  class  not  usually  visited, 
ana  in  a  third  case  no  admission  could  be  obtained.  Of  tho  remaining  25 
cases  the  cause  of  the  still-birth  could  not  be  ascertained  in  5,  "while  in 
5  cases  it  was  attributed  to  influenza,  in  2  each  to  syphilis,  prematurity, 
contracted  pelvis,  and  haemorrhage,  and  1  each  to  tumour,  kidney  disease, 
a  fall,  and  "delicacy"  of  mother.  In  three  cases  the  cause  was  given  as 
abnormal  position  of  foetus,  one  footling,  one  uncomplicated  breech  and  one 
breech  with  extended  arms. 


(7)  HOME  VISITING  :  -  This  is  carried  out  by  the  four  Health  Visitors, 
each  in  her  own  district.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  births  occurring  in 
houses  where  a  visit  would  appear  to  be  unnecessary  and  might  be  considered 
impertinent,  every  house  where  a  birth  has  occurred  is  visited  on  the  eleventh 
day,  i.e.  on  the  day  after  the  midwife  or  doctor  has  normally  ceased 
afcterding.  In  a  certain  number  of  these  houses  it  is  at  once  obvious  that 
further  visiting  is  not  required,  and  the  first  formal  visit  is  confined  to 
a  few  friendly  words  and  an  intimation  that  should  the  mother  at  any  time 
feel  she  would  like  any  further  advice  she  has  only  to  call  at,  or  send  to 
the  Centre.  In  the  other  cases  visiting  is  continued  as  often  as  may  be 
thought  necessary,  till  the  child  becomes  five  years  old.  First  visits  paid 
to  infants  on  or  about  the  eleventh  day  numbered  923;  the  total  visits  to 
infants  under  one  year  being  4166,  and  to  children  from  one  to  five  years,  6356. 

Besides  these  visits  others  are  paid  to  expectant  mothers  and  to  dental 
cases,  while  the  enquiries  into  still-births,  infant  deaths,  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  etc.,  and  the  investigations  in  connection  with  the 
recovery  of  midwifery  fees  add  largely  to  the  work,  a  total  of  15,553  cases 
seen  on  the  district  having  been  registered  for  the  year,  giving  a  daily 
average  for  each  Visitor  of  15  or  16. 

Of  the  value  of  this  constant  friendly  supervision  there  is  no  need  tc 
speak.  The  mothers  welcome  it,  and  theory  inculcated  at  the  Centre  can  be 
driven  home  with  greater  force  amidst  the  child's  normal  surroundings .  It 
is  noteworthy  that  gastro-enteritis  and  epidemic  diarrhoea  as  causes  of 
infant  mortality  have  almost  disappeared  from  the  returns,  chiefly  I  believe 
because  constant  teaching  has  at  last  given  most  women  some  idea  of  its 
seriousness,  of  the  need  to  grapple  with  the  first  sign  of  diarrhoea,  and 
°f  how  to  do  it.  Pneumonia  and  broncho-pneumonia  unfortunately  still  claim 
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a  largo  toll,  causing  no  lesn  than  12  of  the  Oft  Infant  deaths.  But  prematurity 
p I;  1 1.1  heads  the  list  with  23  deaths  under  one  yoar ,  20  of  these  occurring 
during  the  first  fortnight.  Indued  it  is  one  of  the  di scouraging  features 
of  the  vrork  to  find  that  practically  one  half  of  the  death  rate  we  are  striving 
so  hard  to  reduce  occurs  during  the  first  14  days,  the  larger  part  of  it  during 
the  first  10  days.  During  the  year  under  review  24  infants  died  while  the 
midwife  was  still  in  attendance,  and  5  more  during  the  next  4  days,  giving 
29  deaths  during  the  first  fortnight,  against  36  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

It  is,  of  course,  natural  that  premature  infants  should  tend  to  succumb  early, 
but  the  great  success  vihich  has  attended  the  practical  instruction  of  the 
mother  in  the  special  needs  of  such  children  in  some  cases  which  have  survived 
long  enough  to  come  under  the  fostering,  care  of  a  Health  Visitor,  makes  it 
appear  possible  that  this  cause  of  death  might  also  be  greatly  decreased  in 
the  future. 

(8)  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  :  -  A  brief  reference  has  already  been  made 
to’  the  arrangement  and  re-arrangement  of  these. 

The  four  weighing  Clinics,  one  for  each  District  supervised  by  the  Health 
Visitor  for  that  district,  have  been  held  weekly  throughout  the  year,  three 
at  the  Lowesmoor  premises  for  the  North,  Central  and  South  Districts 
respectively  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  and  one  for  the 
1,rost  District  in  St.  Clement's  Parish  Room. 

Mothers  and  toddlers  are  welcomed  at  these  meetings  as  well  as  infants, 
l who  are  weighed  weekly,  fortnightly  or  monthly  according  to  age  and  health. 

Where  any  form  of  milk  is  being  supplied  it  is  a  stringent  rule  that  the 
infants  shall  be  weighed  at  least  fortnightly,  and  the  iV? ilk  Clerk  is  instructed 
to  see  the  Weight  Card  before  giving  out  the  milk  tickets  or  dried  milk.  T!  is, 

together  with  the  forms  of  enquiry  which  has  to  be  filled  in  by  the  mother 

and  father,  and  the  statements  on  which  as  to  wages  are  checked  where 
necessary  by  reference  to  the  Employers,  and  as  to  home  surroundings  by 

reference  to  the  Health  Visiter,  reduced  I  believe  any  abuse  of  this  service 

to  a  minimum.  The  income  scale  ome loved  is  that  already  described,  for  free 
nhlk,  while  a  modified  charge  is  made  where  the  income  exceeds  6/-  a  head 
'•ut  is  under  10/-.  Over  10/ -  cost  price  is  charged.  Very  occasionally 
a  temporary  exception  is  made  to  the  above  regulations  either  for  medical 
feu  sen a,  or  ho  meet  a  sudden  emergency,  but  only  under  careful  safeguards. 

At  these  Clinics  clothing  is  on  sale  at  cost  price,  and  our  most  grateful 
'tanks  are  due  to  the  Voluntary  helpers  who  not  only  make  the  clothing,  but 
assist  to  sell  it,  and  also  assist  to  keep  registers,  weigh  babies,  and 
often  help  mothers  and  children  in  matters  outside  the  purview  of  public  health 
vr°rk  and  do  many  other  kind  and  helpful  actions.  We  are  specially  indebted 
lor  regular  and  devoted  assistance  to  Mss  Ballard,  Mrs  Cole,  Miss  Gler.ny, 
fuss  Hyde,  Miss  Jacomb,  Miss  Zoe  James,  Mrs.  Powell  and  Mrs.  A.  Spreckloy. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  Dr.  Mitchell  was  in  attendance  during 
each  session,  and.  a  large  number  of  mothers  and  children  who  attended  the 
■  i^'ing  Clinics  came  in  also  to  see  her,  but  with  the  cutting  down  of  the 
york  this  had  to  be  abandoned.  Instead  the  Medical  Officer  arranged  to  hold 
^ro  separate  Clinics  each  week,  attended  in  turn  by  the  four  Health  Visitors 
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vho  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  ho  refer  to  l*. ho  Clinics  at  which  they 

vrerc  to  be  present  cases,  whether  women  or  children,  from  their  own  District 

or  Weighing  Clinic.  This  means  that  while  there  is  still  a  Weighing  Clinic 
for  each  District  weekly,  there  is  a  Medical  Clinic  only  once  a  fortnight, 
on  alternate  Tuesdays  for  the  West  and  South,  and  on  alternate  Wednesdays 
for  the  North  and  Central  Districts  respectively.  Urgent  cases  are,  of 
course,  sent  up  on  either  afternoon,  and  if  necessary  can  always  be  referred 

to  me  between  12.0  and  1.0  daily.  But  the  advantages  of  these  separate 

Clinics  are  that  overcrowding  is  somewhat  reduced,  definitely  sick  mothers 
and  children  are  kept  apart  from  the  others,  the  Health  Visitor  is  at  liberty, 
and  can  confer  with  the  M.O.  about  each  case,  giving  a  report  and  hearing 
what  is  advised,  and  the  M.O.  has  more  time  and  peace  for  examinations  and 
instruction. 

The  alteration  has  led  to  a  little  difficulty  in  preparing  the  statistics 
of  attendance,  as  these  had  necessarily  to  be  on  a  somewhat  different  basis 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year  from  that  employed  during  the  first  half. 

The  new  arrangement  will  I  hope  make  it  possible  in  the  future  to  give 
statistics  in  greater  detail  and  of  greater  value,  but  for  this  year  the  later 
figures  have  been  adjusted  to  the  earlier  in  order  to  ontain  an  homogenous 
total . 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Weighing  Clinics  was  442, 
ihe  total  visits  made  by  them  being  4345.  Of  these  the  M.O.  saw  278,  who 
made  1479  visits.  The  Ante-natal  cases  numbered  151,  paying  382  visits, 
of  whom  the  M.O.  saw  125,  paying  251  visits. 

(9)  INFANT  T PEATMEN T  CENTRES,  OBSERVATION  WAhDS  &  HOSPITALS:  AND 

(10)  DAY  NURSERIES:  HOMES  FOR  HEALTHY  BABIES. 

There  is  nothing  to  record  under  either  of  these  headings,  and  the  work 
is  undoubted^/-  seriously  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  even  any  special  out¬ 
patient  department  for  sick  children  at  the  General  Infirmary. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  sometimes  rather  difficult  to  refrain 
from  proscrioing  treatment  at  the  Centre,  but  every  effort  is  made  to  bear 
m  mind  the  italicised  statement  of  Sir  George  Newman  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  "do  not  desire  treatment  to  be  given  at  the  ordinary  infant  welfare 
centre,  the  main  functions  of  which  should  be  the  supervision  of  the  healthy 
infant  and  uhe  education  of  the  mother.  If  any  treatment  is  given  at  an 

ordinary  session  it  should  be  incidental  only  and  intended  to  remove  some 
temporary  ailment  for  which  a  well-to-do  mother  would  not  think  it  necessary 

to  call  a  doctor .  There  should  be  no  giving  of  prescriptions,  and  no 

sale  of  bottles  of  medicine  as  a  routine  practice,  even  when  these  are  paid 
for  at  cost  price. " 

Sick  mothers  and  children  are  invariably  referred  to  their  own  doctor 
for  treatment.  Where  they  have  none  they  are  given  a  Letter  either  for  the 
infirmary  or  for  the  Dispensary,  in  the  latter  case  every  persuasion  being 
Zeroised  to  get  thorn  to  keep  up  their  subscriptions  once  they  have  joined, 
ar>d  in  this  connection  I  wish  bo  thank  all  those  who  have  kindly  provided 
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Subscribers'  Letters,  for  ?rbich  vre  have  almost  unending  need,  chief  amongst 
them  beinrr  the  Infant  Health  Society,  Canon  and  Mrs.  Yilson,  and  Alderman 
and  Mrs.  Carlton. 

.1 

In  conclusion  we  have  most  heartily  to  thank  Mrs.  Duncan,  who  in 
November  and  December  gave  massage  to  several  children  with  very  marked 
benefit  in  each  case;  Mr.  Southall,  who  during  his  mayoralty  gave  a  tea  to 
over  500  of  our  mothers ;  Alderman  Carlton  who  invited  all  the  mothers  to  a 
special  performance  at  the  Silver  Cinema;  Mrs.  A.  Spreckley,  who  provided 
a  tea  for  the  mothers  attending  the  Class;  and  Mrs.  Edwards  for  welcome  gifts 
of  fruit. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


A.  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  on  District  : - 


To 

Expectant  Mothers 

(1) 

First 

Visits  ... 

306 

(2) 

Total 

Visits  ... 

621 

To 

Infants  under  1  year 

(1) 

First 

Visits 

923 

(2) 

Total 

Visits  ... 

4166 

To 

Children  1-5  years 

Total 

Visits 

6356 

B •  Municipal  Centres  and  Clinics. 


At  54,  Lovesmoor 


Monday 

2.30 

45 

Meetings  Average  Attendance 

per  Session 

25 

Children 

Tuesday 

it 

39 

"  (Ante -Natal 

Clinic ) 

10 

Mothers 

Wednesday 

ti 

43 

it  ti 

25 

Children 

Thursday 

it 

36 

i  m 

53 

Children 

Friday 

h 

38 

"  (Class)  11 

18 

Mothers 

At  St. 

0 1 em e n t ' s  Parish  R o om . 

Friday 

2.30 

45 

Meetings  Average  Attendance 

per  Session 

o 

Children 

C.  Infect! 

OUS  ] 

Di  seascs 

>  visited. 

Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum 
Whooping-cough 
Epidemic  diarrhoea 


31 

44 

4 


visits 

m 

it 


paid . 

it 

it 


j  0  oKT 


30. 


INCIDENCE  OF 


THE  DISEASE 


o 

»o 


that  occur  among  women  and  young  children. 


1.  PUERPERAL  FEVER.  No  cases  of  this  disease  vrere  notified  during  the 
year.  There  vrere  two  deaths  of  women  registered  from  "Placenta  praevia" 
and  one  of  these  occurred  in  the  Wards  of  the  General  Infirmary. 

2.  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Of  these  one  infant  died.  The  other  seven  all  recovered  without  any 
impairment  of  their  eyesight. 

3.  MEASLES  &  RUBELLA.  No  epidemic  of  either  of  these  diseases  occurred 
during  the  year  and  no  deaths  were  registered  from  these  diseases. 

4.  WHOOPING  COUGH.  The  School  Medical  Officer  reports  that  Whooping 
Cough  was  very  prevalent  among  the  school  children  during  the  year.  Five 
deaths  were  reported  during  the  first  nino  months  of  the  year.  Three  of 
these  were  in  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

3.  EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA.  There  vrere  four  deaths  registered  from  Enteritis, 
all  of  them  in  infants.  No  epidemic  occurrence  of  this  disease  took  place 
in  1922. 

The  Nurses  attached  to  the  Nursing  Institution,  according  to  agreement 
vdth  the  City  Council,  nurse  all  cases  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Whooping  Cough, 
Measles,  etc.,  which  were  entrusted  to  them.  This  nursing  has  been  a 
great  boon  to  many  of  the  mothers. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

STAFF.  -  The  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  remains  the  same  with  the 
exception  that  since  July  1st,  1922,  Dr.  Marion  Andrews,  who  was  full  time 
School  Medical  Officer,  has  given  four  elevenths  of  her  time  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  Health  Committee.  The  whole  of  the  Tuberculosis 
work  and  of  the  Hospital  work  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Medical  Officer,  no 
part  being  undertaken  by  an  assistant  M.O. 

THE  CHEMICAL  <fc  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  are  made  at  the  laboratory 
at  the  Shirehall  as  in  past  years. 

The  City  Water  is  examined  bacteriological ly  everv  week ,  and  at  other 
times  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

Swabs  from  throat  or  nose  taken  by  medical  practitioners  numbered  275, 
and  501  were  taken  from  patients  in  the  General  Infirmary,  and  in  the  City 
Hospital  prior  to  discharge. 

Specimens  of  sputum  sent  for  examination  numbered  238,  1G4  from  Medical 
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practitioners,  and  74  from 


31. 

t b e  Tu b erculosis  Of fleer. 

MOUSING.  -  During  the  year  the  health  Committee  inspected  93  houses 
in  many  districts  of  the  City  and  various  repairs  were  ordered  to  he  done 
to  these  houses.  Representation  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  concerning 
two  houses  which  wore  unfit  for  habitation  and  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

Of  the  3  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year 
1921,  one  house  was  demolished  and  two  others  were  converted  into  a  workshop 
ard  store-place. 

Of  the  93  houses  visited  by  the  Health  Committee  74  have  been  repaired 
or  are  in  course  of  being  repaired. 

Everyone  knows  the  great  urgency  of  building  more  houses  in  the  City. 

The  overcrowding  is  in  many  cases  very  bad,  and  in  most  cases  the  persons 
overcrowded  have  made  every  effort  to  obtain  better  accommodation  and  have 
failed,  so  that  to  take  action  against  them  would  have  been  a  cruel  act. 

Not  only  are  these  conditions  very  bad  from  a  health  point  of  view,  but 
in  many  cases  there  can  be  no  privacy,  nor  the  common  decencies  of  home  life 
and  the  effect  on  the  morality  of  the  persons  thus  suffering  is  likely  to  bo 
very  detrimental.  In  these,  and  all  other  unwholesome  conditions,  the 
young  children  are  those  that  suffer  most  as  they  are  more  susceptible  than 
adults  to  all  such  bad  surroundings. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ; - 

(a)  i  o  t  a  1  ....  #.««  ....  ....  ....  ....  -L 1  o 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  ....  ....  Ill 

1 .  Unf  i  t  Dwe 1 1 i ng  Houses. 

Inspection  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1292 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (inspection  of  District) 

Kegulations,  1910....  ....  ....  ....  ....  461 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation. ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

(4)  Number  oi  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding,  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonable  fit  for  human  habitation.  ....  343 

2*  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ....  ...»  ....  ....  ....  495 


Action  und or 


Statutory 


Pow<  !i*G  . 


/  n 

o  Cj 


A.  proceedings  imd^r  Section  28  of  the  housing,  Town 
Planning  etc.  Act ,  191 9  ....  ....  .... 

(1)  Number  of  dwel  ling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  .... 

(2)  Numb  r  of  dwelling  houses  whict  ^ere  rendered  fit  :  - 

(a)  by  owners  -  work  now  being  done  .... 

(b)  By  bocal  Authority  in  default  of"  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling1  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Ord<  rs  be  car.  e  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


r,t  •  i 


Ni  1 
Nil 

Ni  1 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  338 

(2)  tiuinjer  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  wRre 

remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ....  ....  ....  283 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

0.  Proe-odings  under  Secs.  17  &  18  of  housing.  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  19 OP 


(1) 

(2) 

(•3) 

( A) 

(5) 


Number  of  representations 
making  of  Closing,  Orders 
do.  of  dwelling  houses  in 
Order s  were  made  .... 


made  with  a  vie1.-'  to  the 


respect 


*  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

of  which  Cloning 

•  «<*•  •  C  #  • 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  o.t  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  re ndered  f it  . . .  ....  ....  .... 

No.  of  drolling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  we  re  made  ....  ....  ....  .... 


No.  o;  dwelling  houses 
I  semol  i  t  i  on  Or  dors  . . . 


demolished  in 


pursuance 


of 


2. 

2 


Nil 
Ni  1 
Ni  1 


•  »  •  • 


Diagram  showing  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  various  diseases  to  the 
total  deaths  occurring  during  the  three  years  1920,  1921,  1922. 


This  diagram  shows  approximately  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  some  diseases  and  of  groups  of 
diseases  that  occur  from  year  to  year.  It  will  he  noted  what  a  small  proportion  of  the  causes  of 
death  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Local  Authority,  only  the  Infectious  Diseases,  Tuberculosis 
and  Pre-natal  and  Developmental  Diseases.  In  all  of  these,  prevention  of  the  spread  of  disease  is 
striven  for,  and  in  the  last  group  the  education  of  the  mother  and  child  in  general  and  personal 
hygiene  is  the  constant  care  of  those  carrying  on  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work.  This  last 
>8  the  most  useful  as  its  aim  is  the  production  of  a  healthy  child  population,  the  most  important 
asset  of  any  country. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1922  and 

Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 


Infant  Mortality  1922.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 
Causes  at  Various  Aoes  under  One  Year  of  A  he. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

/  Small-pox  ... 

1  Chicken-pox 

1  Measles 

1  Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

I 

I 

1 

3 

'  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

Influenza  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

r 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

•  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (net  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

O 

... 

... 

0 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

... 

1 

... 

I 

2 

I 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

.  .  . 

•  *  ‘ 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4 

3 

5 

1 2 

1 

Diarrhcea  ... 

1 

Enteritis  (including  Colitis) 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

0 

1 

... 

4 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

... 

... 

I 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

j 

0 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

O 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

O 

Congenital  Malformations. .. 

4 

... 

... 

1 

5 

2 

i 

... 

... 

S 

Premature  Birth 

I.S 

5 

... 

... 

2(  > 

3 

... 

... 

a  3 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
v  Marasmus 

i 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Inanition  ... 

Other  Causes 

r 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

o  o 

7 

I 

0 

n  ry 

1 0 

10 

5 

H 

(>5 

Nett  Births  t  legitimate  *^4° 
registered  ] 

in  the  year  (illegitimate 

Nett  Deaths  j 
in  the  year  of  j 

legitimate  infants 

illegitimate  infants 

GO 

5 

I. 


YEAR  1922. 


No.  Caunicb  op  Dkatii. 

Aoics. 

All 

Ages. 

0-  | 

1-  1 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

1  Small -pox . 

2  Measles . 

3  "Whooping- cough  . 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

4  Epidemic  Influenza  . 

i 

2 

•  •  i 

2 

... 

i 

2 

5 

2 

4 

n 

i 

5 

1 

3  2 

5  Scarlet  Fever . 

6  Diphtheria . 

i 

I 

I 

•  .  • 

... 

•  .  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. .  • 

•  •  1 

...  1 

3 

7  Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

8  Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

l 

* 

9  Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  . 

1 

1 

10  Epidemic  or  Zymotic  Enteritis  . 

11  Enteritis  . 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  •  j 

5 

12  liheumatic  Fever . 

i 

j 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

13  Erysipelas . 

14  Puerperal  Fever  . 

15  Syphilis . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

■  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

f 

•  •  . 

.  •  • 

.  •  . 

... 

3 

10  Pyivmiu . 

I 

0 

% 

17  Tuberculosis  of  Lungs . 

I 

6 

J  A 

9 

6 

1 

2 

1 

44 

18  Tuberculosis  of  Meninges  . 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

I 

J 

.  . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  »  • 

4 

19  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

20  Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  ... 

... 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

.  .  . 

I 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

. . » 

... 

•  •  • 

7 

,,  General  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

2 

... 

*♦* 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

21  Alcoholism  . 

22  Gout . 

23  Usteo  Arthritis . 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

24  Cancer  . 

i 

I 

2 

14 

15 

20 

7 

ho 

25  Diabetes  Mellitus . 

*  *  * 

I 

1 

0 

•  •  * 

-S 

26  Anaemia . 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

i 

... 

.  .  . 

4 

27  Premature  Birth  . 

2 1 

28  Injury  at  Birth  . 

'I 

•  •  . 

•  •  . 

3 

29  Congenital  Defects  . 

o 

8 

*  .  . 

.  .  • 

8 

30  Debility  at  Birth  . 

I 

• .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

31  Marasmus . 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

32  Old  Age . 

7, 

40 

23 

66 

33  Apoplexy  . 

... 

4 

6 

15 

12 

4 

41 

34  Meningitis . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

2 

35  Convulsions  . 

2 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

36  Softening  of  Brain  . 

... 

•  «*• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

7 

8 

•  • . 

16 

